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U.S. Health System is Broken 

• We spend twice as much as typical 
advanced countries on health care. 

• Medical bills are the leading cause of 
personal bankruptcy in the U.S. 

• Employee insurance costs make American 
business noncompetitive. 

• Uninsurance leads to 18,000 preventable 
deaths each year—the 5th leading cause of 
death (Institute of Medicine, 2003).



The Need to Re-Frame Health Care

“America faces a healthcare crisis whose 
answers lie outside healthcare itself.  
Where we live and work and learn and 
worship has more to do with our health 
than healthcare itself.”	


"
David R. Williams, Ph.D., Harvard 
School of Public Health.



And Yet:"
Most of us leave our theology at home 
when we go to the doctor or hospital.



Meanwhile, back at the ranch…



“Medical schools function as de facto moral 
communities shaping learners in toxic ways 
often counter to the overt curricular objectives."
Frederic W. Hafferty, PhD, and Ronald Franks, MD.  “The Hidden Curriculum, 
Ethics Teaching, and the Structure of Medical Education.”  Acad. Med. 
1994;69:861-871.

“The Hidden Curriculum”



MD’s are not formed primarily  “at the 
Bedside”…



…but in its “evil twin, the Corridor”

 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	




The Power of Naming
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Medicine Has “Named” Religion"
"

Na
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Model of Religion's Effects on Health
Handbook of Religion and Health (Oxford University Press, 2001)



But Has Christianity Named 
Medicine?



" " "
" "



Health as a Good Gift— 
that can become an Idol

“Health can never be anything other than a secondary 
good.  God is our absolute good; health is an 
instrumental, subordinate good, important only as it 
enables us to be the joyful, whole persons God has 
created us to be and to perform the service to our 
neighbors that God calls us to perform.  Any pursuit 
of health that subverts either of these obligations of 
joy and loving service is a false god.  Health is to 
be sought in and for God, not instead of God.” 

     - Margaret Mohrmann



Medicine: a form of “Power”

“Medicine names not simply a group of professionals trained 
in a set of practices of caring for those who are sick, but also 
a mysteriously animated social force.  We experience this 
force as much more than the sum of its practitioners, their 
tools, and techniques… We experience it as palpable, as 
practically alive.  We find, in short that medicine creates its 
own world.  Those wishing to benefit from medicine’s power 
are expected to live in medicine’s world and obey its rules.”""

" " Shuman and Volk, 27" "



What are “Powers & Principalities”?
“The notion ‘principalities and powers’ describe the seen and 
unseen, personal and impersonal institutional forces that 
provide necessary order, or ‘structure,’ making possible a 
common human life during the time preceding the 
consummation.” "

The influence of the powers on human life is not necessarily 
violent; rather, it frequently takes the form of deceit and 
seduction…  We willingly cooperate with the powers’ 
pretensions toward divinity, because of the apparent short-
term benefits.”  " " " " " "
" " " " " - Shuman & Volk 
"



An Example from Academia
  

"As our final word we declare our faith in a future more glorious 
than the past.  Institutions of higher learning are immortal.  
We, whose lives are consecrated to services such as these, 
measure not our labor by material standards.  All nature is our 
temple, all truth our creed, all the world our field, and all the 
time our life period.  Parties may pass and repass, thrones 
may totter and fall, kingdoms may wax and wane, but 
universities and their work abide--more important than any 
other social organization of man. They record their 
achievements in the history of world progress, and in the 
story of world conquests.  They wear the crown of a thousand 
conflicts, and of their kingdom there is no end."  

"
Kirkland, James H. "Proceedings of the Semi-Centennial of Vanderbilt University," Eskind & Heard Archives, p.  77.  Quoted in unpublished manuscript by Robert Collins, 

M.D. 



NT View of the Powers:"
“A drama in 3 Simultaneous Acts”

"

• The Powers are good, "

• The Powers are fallen, "

• The Powers will be redeemed."

" " " " " - Walter Wink"

" " " "



"

Unmasking the “powers and principalities”



A Story



Take-Home Points

•  The Illness: Most of us leave our 
theology at home when we go to the 
hospital—whether as a patient or 
(student) practitioner… 

•  The Pathology: We often treat health 
like an idol, becoming seduced and 
taken captive by the good-but-fallen 
“powers and principality” of 
Medicine. 
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