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Starter Question:	

!

Which book-turned-film most 
disappointed you?



Overview of Series
I. Introduction:  “Come and See”!

II. Healthcare ReFramed:  Fall!

III. Healthcare ReFramed: Creation!

IV. Healthcare ReFramed: Redemption & New Creation !

V. Healthcare ReFramed: Improvisational 
Engagement



!

ReFraming Medicine is like engaging the 
“powers and principalities”



The Clinical Situation

• “God blessed them and said to them, 
‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 
the earth and subdue it.’” (1:28)!

• Implications?  Before the Fall:!
o Voids needed filling	

o Chaos needed ordering	

o Work still involved resistance and inertia



Health Care as Partnership with God	

 in the Work of Healing 

“As God’s fellow 
workers, we 
urge you not 
to receive 
God’s grace in 
vain.”! !
! - 2 Cor. 6:1



New Creation

“I am making 
everything new.”          
(Rev. 21: 5)!

“The leaves of the 
tree are for the 
healing of the 
nations.” (Rev. 22:2)



The Setting for our part of the Drama: 
! The Already,… but Not Yet
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So How Do we Partner with God in 
his work of Healing now that the 

Script is closed?



 The “Acts 29 Principle”



Christian Ethics as Improv

Improvisation in the Church is 
a practice through which a 
community steeped in the 
Biblical story and formed in 
the right habits trusts itself to 
embody its tradition in new and 
challenging circumstances.	




 Our Story

Creation!
Fall!
Redemption!
New Creation



What are Our Practices?!



The “Old” Normal

• The ancient world was a dangerous place to be sick.	


• Infanticide / widespread disregard for human life 	


• No civic duty to care for the poor.	


!
Rodney Stark, 	

The Rise of Christianity



Jewish precursors
Jewish communities had been known to offer hostels for 
the poor, lepers, and sick travelers (Risse, 74).	


Not institutionalized, nor welcoming outsiders. (Ferngren)



Primitive Healing

“Throughout the primitive world the 
doctor and the sorcerer tended to be the 
same person.  He with the power to kill 
and the power to cure… He who had 
power to cure would necessarily also 
be able to kill.”	


	
 	
 	
 	
 - Margaret Meade



Hippocratic Medicine
Began as a reform movement among rival Greek 
healing traditions.	


Rational basis for Dx and Rx	


Covenantal basis for physician / patient 
relationship  	




Hippocratic Medicine
“For the first time in our tradition there was a 
complete separation between killing and curing. . . 
With the Greeks the distinction was made clear.  One 
profession … were to be dedicated completely to life 
under all circumstances, regardless of rank, age, or 
intellect—the life of a slave, the life of the Emperor, 
the life of a foreign man, the life of a defective 
child  . . . but society always is attempting to make the 
physician into a killer.” 	


	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 - Margaret Meade



Roman Health Care
Hippocratic Medicine, the cult of Asklepios, military infirmaries. 	




The Jesus Movement

 1st - 2nd c: Christianity proliferates rapidly	


 Encounters with Greco-Roman culture: 
“What hath Athens to do with Jerusalem?”	


 Above all, a radical new imperative: Agape	


e.g., plague of Cyprian



Case Study: 	

St. Basil of Caesarea (329-379)

!

•  Faithful family	


• A Cappadocian Father	


• Lifelong interest in 
medicine and healing	


•  Role as bishop



Basil’s Challenges:

 Fraying Empire	


 Arian Heresy	


 Widespread Famine / poverty 	


 Gnostic tendencies in monastic 
practice



“Whose Feet Will you Wash?  Whom will you serve
—how can you be last of all—if you are alone?”

Basil’s Improv:	

urban, communal monasticism



The Basileas
“a New City, the storehouse of piety” where 
“sickness is endured with equanimity, calamity is a 
blessing, and sympathy is put to the test” (Gregory)	


Included a xenodocheion, or proto-hospital	

Inpatient facility	

Charitable care open to the public	

Using trained Hippocratic physicians	

In the context of the a larger worshipping 
community



Basil’s Eulogy by St. Gregory:
!

“He did not disdain to honor disease with his lips, that noble man 
of noble family and dazzling renown, but he greeted the sick 
like brothers…  Others had their cooks and rich tables and 
enchanting refinements of cuisine, and elegant carriages, and 
soft flowing garments.  Basil had his sick, and the dressing of 
their wounds, and the imitation of Christ, cleansing leprosy 
not by word but in deed.” 



Monastic Medicine

• The Benedictines: Stability	


• Grafting in Ancient wisdom	


• Study of the natural world	


• Sacramental view of illness 
and healing (Matt. 25)



A Paradigm Shift
• Mission statutes of The Hospital of the Knights of St. John 

the Baptist in 11th c. Jerusalem: “How Our Lords the 
Sick Should Be Received and Served.”	


• The sick man thus “assumed a preferential position which 
has been his ever since.” (Sigerist)



Western Medicine Develops

New Challenges 	


Plague, Urbanization, War, 
Loss of patronage	


New Resources	


Social/political progress, 
sanitation, rise of 
experimental science

The Hotel Dieu, Paris



“The English Hippocrates”:  
Thomas Sydenham (1624-1689)



The Christian-Hippocratic Consensus:	

Sydenham’s “The Doctor”

“It becomes every man who purposes to give himself to the 
care of others, seriously to consider the four following 
things: 	


First, that he must one day give an account to the Supreme 
Judge of all the lives entrusted to his care. 	


Secondly, that all his skill, and knowledge, and energy as 
they have been given him by God, so they should be 
exercised for his glory, and the good of mankind, and not 
for mere gain or ambition. 



Thirdly, and not more beautifully than truly, let him 
reflect that he has undertaken the care of no mean 
creature, for, in order that he may estimate the value, the 
greatness of the human race, the only begotten Son of 
God became himself a man, and thus ennobled it with his 
divine dignity, and far more than this, died to redeem it. 	


And fourthly, that the doctor being himself a mortal man, 
should be diligent and tender in relieving his suffering 
patients, inasmuch as he himself must one day be a like 
sufferer.



Meanwhile …



A “New” Story Emerges

A stepchild of Christendom	


Borrows the outline of its 
story, but removes God from 
the Script	


Characterized by 	


1) Disenchantment 	


2) Rationalism	

	
 	
 	




Disenchantment

“We take the side of science in spite of the patent absurdity of 
some of its constructs, in spite of its failure to fulfill many of 
its extravagant promises of health and life, in spite of the 
tolerance of the scientific community for unsubstantiated 
just-so stories, because we have a prior commitment, a 
commitment to materialism… Moreover, that materialism 
is absolute, for we cannot allow a Divine Foot in the 
door.”	


	
 	
 - Eulogy for Carl Sagan by Harvard geneticist Richard Lewontin



Whoops!

“When men choose not to believe in God, 
they do not thereafter believe in nothing.  
They then become capable of believing 
in  _________.”	


	
 	
 	
 	
 	
  (G.K. Chesterton) 



A New Priesthood

 Newbigin, Leslie.  Foolishness to the Greeks:  The 
Gospel and Western Culture.  (Grand Rapids, 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1986) p. 25.

“Nature--the sum total of 
what exists--is the really 
real.  And the scientist is 
the priest who can unlock 
for us the secrets of nature 
and give us the practical 
mastery of its workings.”



  
"As our final word we declare our faith in a future more glorious 
than the past.  Institutions of higher learning are immortal.  We, 
whose lives are consecrated to services such as these, measure not 
our labor by material standards.  All nature is our temple, all truth 
our creed, all the world our field, and all the time our life period.  
Parties may pass and repass, thrones may totter and fall, kingdoms 
may wax and wane, but universities and their work abide--more 
important than any other social organization of man. They record 
their achievements in the history of world progress, and in the story 
of world conquests.  They wear the crown of a thousand conflicts, 
and of their kingdom there is no end."  
!
!
Kirkland, James H. "Proceedings of the Semi-Centennial of Vanderbilt University," Eskind & Heard 
Archives, p.  77.  Quoted in unpublished manuscript by Robert Collins, M.D. 

The Religious Nature of Modernity



Implications for Medicine…	

(caveat)



A Changing Conception of Man:

Man is reduced to merely 
what we can observe  

through scientific tools:



And of Medicine

Symptoms

Disease

Pathology

Treatment Cure

Physical Health



 Care-less Health “Care”

Patient becomes a collection of 
objects to be manipulated	


“Caregiving becomes at best “a 
vestigial component of medical 
training and practice.”	


	
 	
 - Arthur Kleinman, MD



Denial of Death—and Limits
Medicine’s death denial “is built into the research imperative.”  
In this view, death is just a series of preventable diseases, and 
“the researcher is like a sharpshooter who will pick off the 
enemy one by one: cancer, then heart disease, then diabetes, then 
AIDS, then Alzheimer’s disease, and so on.”  	


“Why would we fall prey to such an endless and futile agenda?  
Because death and the disease tease us with their inevitable 
reminder of human finitude.”  	


Daniel Callahan, “Death and the Research Imperative,” The 
New England Journal of Medicine, 342 (9), 2000, 654.



! We still treat health like an idol…



We Just Have More Powerful 
Tools!



McMedicine?
• “In effect, what medicine offers to its 

‘consumers’ is a menu of technological 
responses to the problems and limitations 
of the body.” (Shuman & Volck)	


	




Medical Era View of the Patient Core Dynamic

Ancient/Animist Rival Magic

Hippocratic Person Rationality

Medieval Christian Guest Hospitality

Modern Object Transaction

Review: Health Care Through the Ages



WWBD? 



Biomedicine 

Symptoms

Disease

Pathology

Treatment Cure

Physical Health

= “One Long Provision for the Flesh?”



Reminder: We’re Not Alone! 

The first “First Responders”!

The Hospital!

The Nursing Profession!

Canadian example!

Siloam!

Your example here: ____

“Health Care & Hospitals in the History of the Mission of the Church” (Christianhistoryinstitute.org)



“Whatever you have learned and received 
and heard and seen in me—practice these 
things, and the God of peace will be with 
you.” (Philippians 4:9)



The Vision: Health Care ReFramed

Symptoms

Disease

Pathology

Treatment Cure

SpiritualH
ealth

Bodily Health

SDH / Culture 
Community

Emotional 
Health

Shalom New 
Creation



Resource for the Week:!
www.christianhistory.org!

http://www.christianhistory.org

